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7. — 1. Jt Discourse, delivered in the Church in Brattle Square, 
on Sunday, May 3d, 1840, occasioned by the Death of the 
Rev. John T. Kirkland, D. D., LL. D., late President 
of Harvard University. By Francis Parkman, D. D., 
Pastor of the New North Church. Boston : John H. 
Eastburn. 1840. 8vo. pp. 31. 
2. A Discourse on the Life and Character of the Rev. John 
Thornton Kirkland, D. D., LL. D., formerly Pastor of 
the Church on Church Green, and late President of 
Harvard University. Delivered in the Church on Church 
Green, May 3d, 1840. By Alexander Young. Bos- 
ton : Charles C. Little and James Brown. 1840. 
8vo. pp. 104. 

These tributes to the memory of one of the most distin- 
guished men of New England, are worthy of the subject, 
and of their authors. The Discourse first named is from the 
hand of one who had the advantage of personal recollection 
of much of the course which he was describing, and had 
been associated in important trusts with the subject of his 
eulogy. For discriminating comprehension of the character 
portrayed, or just and touching expression of a sense of its 
high qualities, it is rare to meet with a performance of the 
kind, of equal merit. Mr. Young, whose text, (from Daniel 
v. 11, 12,) — "Light and understanding and wisdom, and an 
excellent spirit, were found in him," — might almost be im- 
agined to have been written as a description of the character 
which he treats, has made a more elaborate contribution 
to the stock of biographies of our worthies ; having not only 
traced with minuteness the eminent career of Dr. Kirkland, 
showing with a careful specification the circumstances under 
which his mind was formed, the character of his abilities, at- 
tainments, and pursuits, and the extent of his public services, 
but having presented, in an Appendix, much interesting mat- 
ter, collected with a true antiquarian zeal, and valuable to 
the future historian. Mr. Young's diligence of research on 
this occasion, as well as his judicious and effective treatment 
of the whole subject, entitle him to the highest commenda- 
tion, and to the best gratitude of the numbers, who are inter- 
ested to see due honor done to one, whom, with hearty accla- 
mation, they " rise up and call blessed." 

After a few remarks on the connexion of Christianity with 
letters, and its services to the cause of education, Mr. Young 
proceeds to an account of the life of Dr. Kirkland. The fol- 
lowing is a brief abstract of this part of his Discourse. 
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John Thornton Kirkland, a descendant on his mother's 
side, in the seventh generation, from the renowned Captain 
Miles Standish, and, upon his father's side, of a race of Chris- 
tian ministers, was, with his twin brother, George Whitfield, 
born August 17th, 1770, at the residence of General Herki- 
mer, Little Falls, New York. His father, a missionary to 
the Oneida Indians, resided with his wife in a log cabin, built 
by his own hands, and barely furnished with necessaries, at 
the village of that tribe, called New Oneida Castle. His ear- 
ly education, that of a frontier village, was, of course, poor 
and scanty, but he was blessed with a devoted and intelligent 
mother. His Christian name was given in honor of a wealthy 
English philanthropist, who had manifested much interest in 
our Indian missions. In March, 1784, at the age of thirteen, 
he was placed at Phillips' Academy in Andover, the scanty 
means of his parents being made up by the late Lieutenant- 
Governor Samuel Phillips, who received the young student 
into his family, and paid for his tuition. He entered Har- 
vard College in the third term of the Freshman year, April 
4th, 1786, at the age of fifteen. In the winter vacation of 
1787, he volunteered in the little army raised to quiet the re- 
bellion of Shays. He held an honorable standing with the 
College government, and filled a high place in the affection 
and esteem of his associates. After graduating at Cambridge, 
he passed a year as assistant teacher at Andover, and then 
commenced the study of divinity with the Rev. Dr. West, of 
Stockbridge, Mass. While continuing this study at Cam- 
bridge, he was appointed tutor in logic and metaphysics. 

He was ordained as pastor of the New South Church in 
Boston, February 5th, 1794. He has had beloved and distin- 
guished successors in that sphere of his labors, but, when they 
are mentioned, it is not in forgetfulness of one who made their 
place honorable. No ecclesiastical authority or discipline 
could command such an influence as he won by his upright 
heart, his kind smile, his eminent discretion, his brilliant 
mind, his eloquent utterance. He drew around him, into 
near and dear friendship, men among the most honored of the 
community and the country. His position was equally com- 
manding and agreeable. He enjoyed, in the fullest measure, 
the esteem, the reverence, and the household sympathies of 
a circle much wider than his flock. For sixteen years he 
discharged the duties of a Christian pastor. He was induct- 
ed into the office of President of Harvard University, with 
high enthusiasm, and with all academic ceremony, Novem- 
ber 14th, 1810. For eighteen years he was the light and pride 
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of that cherished institution, the chief of a noble band. The 
College prospered in the increase of its students and of its 
professorships, of its edifices, its lands, and its library. Its 
funds received, in various ways, an addition of nearly half of 
a million of dollars, and much of this liberality was avowed- 
ly the result of that wide-spread personal esteem and influ- 
ence, by which President Kirkland worked upon minds, and 
hearts, and purses. A stroke of paralysis, in August, 1827, 
impaired his strength ; and he resigned his office, March 28th, 
1828. Officers, graduates, and students rendered to him 
every possible token of their respect and gratitude. His 
health and strength were in a measure restored by travel at 
home and abroad for more than three years. For nine 
months preceding his death, that fine mind, which had taught 
truth with so much force and beauty, shared in the ruin of a 
stricken body. Death came to his relief on Sunday morn- 
ing, April 26th, 1840. 

To heap praises upon this beloved and revered man is not 
so profitable as to view him as an illustration of the great and 
good work which an individual may accomplish by the influ- 
ence of character ; and it cannot be, that one who so long 
filled one of the most prominent and honored places in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, — Mr. Young says, the most 
so, — should pass from life to death, without repeating in his 
death the weighty lesson he taught in his life. How much 
our literary and benevolent institutions owe to him ; how 
much the whole community, through the medium of his many 
pupils, has received from his bright and sagacious mind, his 
eminent and winning virtues, was felt with a grateful convic- 
tion which anticipated all spoken eulogy. There was a touch- 
ing tribute of respect paid to his character, which comes up to 
atone for much of the heartlessness, much of the petty vexa- 
tion, of human life. Around the bier where his altered coun- 
tenance was laid low in death, were gathered, as sincere 
mourners, a multitude of every place and profession, espe- 
cially of the eminent in all literary pursuits. Men of opposite 
tastes, whom no other occasion would have drawn together, 
met there, to remember the eloquent preacher, the revered 
pastor, the beloved President, the true and kind-hearted man. 



